THERAPEUTIC LIVING & LEARNING CENTERS

Creative Arts Program
Center Transformation

TLCin 2025

80 Residents Living in 12 Homes ﬁ

. L]
-

120+ Creative Arts Program Students -Q'

250 Dedicated Staff Members Eﬁa
-

42 Classes Offered S0

15 Live Performances ﬁelji

At Therapeutic Living & Learning Centers (TLC),
our community of families, friends, and
donors make it possible for individuals with
multiple disabilities to learn, grow, and thrive
through the Creative Arts Program (CAP).
Your support keeps this life-changing
program strong, bringing music, theatre,
dance, and the fine arts to life every day.

Now, with your help, we're taking our
Creative Arts Program to the next level.
Construction is underway on a full
renovation of the Creative Arts Center to
create fully accessible classrooms, adaptive
kitchens, and state-of-the-art studios
designed for inclusion and creativity. We are
also proud to have top industry professionals
leading our programs and bringing real-world
experience to our campus.

Your continued generosity ensures the arts
remain at the heart of TLC, empowering
every participant to shine. Thank you for
being an integral part of our mission.

Therapeutic Living & Learning Centers | 7915 Lindley Ave. | Reseda, CA 91335
P: (818) 708-1740 | E:info@tlc4blind.org | www.tlc4blind.org




Your Support Will Make
an Impact Toward Our
$5 Million Goal

Music (Choir, Jazz Band, Orchestra)

In TLC's Music Program, participants explore
instruments, join a choir, play in a jazz band and
orchestra, and build confidence through musical
expression. Our licensed Music Therapist,
Christian Reichle and our advanced choir
students are spreading cheer by singing carols
in the community this holiday season. You may
also see TLC's Jazz Band, led by John Della
Franco, touring the town with the band to
different senior facilities and providing
entertainment to local organizations. John's
expertise extends to many instruments, music
production, and audio engineering.

The newly formed TLC Orchestra, led by
internationally acclaimed
Conductor Jorge Luis
Uzcategui, brings
classical music to life
for our community. A
protégé of El Sistema
founder José Antonio
Abreu and Gustavo
Dudamel of the LA
Philharmonic, Maestro
Uzcategui has conducted major symphonies
around the world, from the Berlin Philharmonic
to the Parana Symphony of Brazil. His
award-winning artistry and global experience
infuse TLC’s Creative Arts Program with
world-class excellence and inspiration.

Now, we are expanding our programs with
professional-grade instruments, soundproof
music rooms, and accessible seating.

Performing Arts (Theatre, Dance)

From dance and theatre to acting and original
plays, every TLC performer can shine. TLC's
robust staff roster of performance artists and
industry professionals inspire TLC participants
to express themselves and take center stage
through the power of the performing arts.

Artistic Director James Sauer, an accomplished
actor, playwright, and producer with credits
spanning film, television, and stage, brings
professional insight and mentorship to help
performers grow in confidence and creativity.

Performing Arts Director
Brett Weidlich has an
impressive ballet pedigree,
having a double Master

of Arts degree (one in
Choreography and as
Ballet Master) at the .
Rimsky Korsakov Conservatory
Choreographic Institute in
St. Petersburg, Russia. He has also performed with
the Zurich National Ballet, Mexico City Ballet
Theatre, Australian Ballet Theatre, Polish National
Ballet Theatre and the Ballet Monte Carlo.

Acclaimed actor and voice artist Betsy Foldes
Meiman is supporting TLC students in producing
their own podcasts and led the production of TLC's
Original “The Greatest Family Story,” which was
written and staged by TLC’s own.

Culinary Arts

From chopping vegetables
from the TLC garden to
hosting pop-up events,
our Culinary Arts Program
fosters independence,
creativity, and community.
We are building a fully
accessible, commercial-grade
teaching kitchen with adaptive sinks, induction
stoves, and Braille-labeled shelving. This kitchen
will serve as a classroom and a hub for inclusive
community events.

Ceramics & Textile Arts

TLC is also expanding the Kiln Room by 500 square
feet, adding front-loading kilns and adjustable
. pottery wheels for full
accessibility. Students are
— creating custom pieces
" that will be featured in
the building's renovation,
leaving a lasting artistic

\ ’v mark on TLC's campus.




Under the guidance of acclaimed sculptor Jim
Hake, students explore creativity through clay,
texture, and storytelling. Known for his narrative,
mixed media works that examine self and society,
he holds a Master of Fine Arts and attended
Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA).

Exercise & Physical Therapy

Movement is essential to
independence. Our newly
expanded Exercise &
Physical Therapy Center
will include innovative
equipment, like a traverse
track system and
wheelchair-accessible weight
machines, as well as fully
accessible restrooms

with overhead lifts and adjustable changing tables.

These upgrades, designed by our innovative
Director of Occupational Therapy, Aram Kadish,
who has more than three decades of experience
in occupational therapy, make therapy safer, more
dignified, empowering, and effective.

Children’s Creative Arts Program

We are thrilled to have officially launched our
Children’s Creative Arts Program. It is an adapted
version of our adult Creative Arts Program, with a

few variations. Children and
teens of all abilities are
welcome to participate.
Many classes offered at

the adult program, such

as Ceramics, Ballet and

Tap, Orchestra, Gardening,
and Performing Arts, are
offered in the Children’s
CAP and registration is open now.

Black Box Theatre

Your generosity helped transform a vision into
reality: the TLC Black Box Theatre is now open!
The stunning, fully accessible performance space is
where creativity takes center stage and our artists
shine in music and dance showcases, theatre
productions, and film screenings. The theatre also
serves as a gathering place for
community groups,
enriching the cultural
landscape of the Valley.
Stay connected with us
online and experience
the incredible
performances your
support made possible.




A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

We are excited to partner with other
nonprofit organizations to expand service
offerings to our students and to maximize

the use of our renovated facilities. This

collaboration will enable us to provide a
broader range of services and activities,
ensuring our center becomes a vibrant hub
for the community.

When complete, our new facilities will be available
for various community activities, including
children's programs, our campus will be available
for groups to use for events, and collaborations
with other organizations, including space rentals,
which will help fund TLC programs. This inclusive
approach will ensure our center becomes a
cornerstone of community engagement.

We are grateful to our community of families and
TLC supporters whose contributions make what
we do possible. Every dollar goes toward bringing
a high-quality arts education to our students.

Thank you for your continued support in your
annual donations.

For additional donation opportunities,
please contact:

Bonnie Schlachte
Executive Director
BSchlachte@tic4blind.org
(818) 708-1740 ext.201
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